Age 46]      Wellington's Honesty in Warfare
And when, early in May, the Prussian Commander-in-Chief,
Marshal Bliicher,* arrived, a loyal and cordial comradeship
was immediately established between the two Commanders
which continued throughout their joint operations.
One of the most complicated matters in the coming cam-
paign was providing for the subsistence of the various Allied
armies. The Duke was most solicitous that the countries
which were the seat of war, or through which the armies
would have to pass, should not suffer in any way from having
to support these armies, and wished to establish the same
just and honest system of provisioning which he had himself
used in the Peninsula, viz. that goods supplied should be
paid for at their proper market value. A proposition that
supplies should be paid for at a diminished rate drew from
him an indignant protest.
In no well-regulated country [he observed] can the property of sub-
jects be taken from them for less than its fair value; and if any public
burden is to be borne by any country, it is best that the fiscal means of
imposing it should proceed regularly from the sovereign authority, and
that each individual should receive the full value of his private property
from the same source.1
The other Allies, however, did not altogether relish these
quixotic notions or agree with the idea of carrying on war
in such a polite manner:
... I know from practice a Httle of the gentlemen we have to deal
with, and the system of their armies [wrote General Sir Charles Stewart
from Vienna, where the conference concerning the subsisting of the
different armies was being held]; and if we are to go on on cordial
terms, I think we must neither oppose them too violently in their own
systems, nor force upon them our ideas of justice in a country where
they make war . . . though you may convince them of their injustice,
and prove to them, as you have done heretofore, the advantage of an
army acting under discipline and payment in the enemies* country, still
1 Dispatches, Vol XII, p. 383-
* Blucher, Gebhard Leberecht von, Field-Marshal of Prussia, Prince
of "Wahlstadt of Silesia, 1742-1819.
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